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Chapter 7 - Setting Up Freight Cars

One of the things we are still missing in order to make things happen on our
railroad is freight cars. We'll go ahead and set up our freight cars now. Once
you see how relatively easy it is to do, the inclination will be there to enter all of
your cars, but I urge you to restrain yourself and only enter a few to start with
as it will make troubleshooting much easier.

For now, let’s ignore the industries that currently exist in Actonvale, and look at
the two that we've set up in Berwick. Wilson & Sons Scrap Metal (for short, we'll
just call it Wilsons) ships loads of scrap iron, etc. and industries of this nature
usually ship their loads in open gondolas. Wilsons does not normally get any
loads in.

North Star Engineered Lumber (NSEL for short) needs to receive two different
materials for the joists — the dimensional lumber and the OSB. From time to
time they also need to get the adhesive that is used to hold the joist pieces
together. The dimensional lumber is usually shipped on center beam flat cars.
I'm sure you've seen these with the loads of lumber wrapped in colorful
waterproof wrappers advertising the lumber producer (Canfor, Weyerhaeuser,
etc). The OSB is usually shipped in box cars, normally with double doors.
Occasionally the OSB will be shipped in ‘all door’ type cars — ones where the
entire side of the box car can be opened. Depending on the size of the
operation, the adhesive may be shipped in tank cars or in drums in box cars.
NSEL is small enough that we'll supply it via box cars. Once the joists have been
manufactured, NSEL needs to ship them. Some will be shipped by road, but a
large portion of them are shipped by rail. Often the joists are shipped on the
center beam flat cars, although some may be shipped in the ‘all door’ box cars.
For now we'll keep it simple and have them shipped on the center beam flats.

Setting the Default Yard

Before we start to enter any cars, we need to do a bit more housekeeping.
ProTrak has a “Default yard location” data field which is where any new car put
on the railroad is first placed. Before we enter any cars we need to set that up.

1. From the ProTrak toolbar, click on “"Administration” then select "SPOT
Format and special SPOTs"” from the dropdown list. The window shown
in Figure 7-1 will be displayed.
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E SPOT or ZT5 (Zone/Track/Spot) Code Formats EE 1]
Interchange track codes Special spot codes
UL LR 3 = " cleaning rack uzed ™ ez O Mo
Frimary delivery track 99 -
S acond recaiing iack g7 g " carBIP rack used ™ Yes {7 No

5 d deli track 96 :
econd deliveny trac - st marrepashonused. O vas Lo Mo

Default pard location

& freight car's first location | -
A pazzenger car's first location |,&.,|:T.|:|1 - s" is staging track

“t" iz a team rack. or general uze track

" weigh scales inuze ™ Yes O Mo

Default staging for private cars ¥

Default home point for private car | fot valid - L™ is a lead track

Car ferry on main track
A car fermny iz uge to move cars between stations on main track. ~ Yezx Mo

1z a pard track. or zet out track

Harmmow Gage Subdivision
Railroad haz a narrow gage subdivizion. Lading iz transfered between cars.  Yes &+ Mo

Cancel Unlock Apply

Figure 7-1

2. At the bottom of the window, near the right-hand side are two buttons —
Unlock and Apply. As you can see, the “Apply” button is ‘grayed out’
making it inoperable. In order to make changes you must first click on
the “Unlock” button. Since making changes here is global, and can have
some serious consequences, you will now get the warning message
shown in Figure 7-2.

@ If wou make any change in these spok format settings wou will need to manually change all waybills and customers, Unlock settings?

Yes ‘ Mo

Figure 7-2

Click on “Yes"” and you will now see that the “Unlock” button has
disappeared, and the “Apply” button is no longer ‘grayed out'.
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3. If you look at the “A freight car’s first location” data field, you may see
“ACT-Yd". If "ACT-Yd” is not displayed, click on the dropdown arrow
beside the data field and select "ACT-Yd"” from the list. Figure 7-3 shows
the window after this change.

rﬂ SPOT or ZT5 (Zone/Track/Spot) Code Formats -'
Interchange track codes Special spot codes
FieRsEeEbng i, 38 = "' cleaning rack used ™ ez {7 Mo
Primary delivery track g9 -
T e e 97 T3 ", car RIP rack used % Yes © Mo

5 d deli brack: 95 :
BeCon Elvery rac - ”f”_. A repair Shl:ll:l uzed & YES e Mo

Default yard location ] ]
"2 weigh scalezinuze  Ye: O No

&, freight car's first location

A pazzenger car's first location |,&,|:T.|:|1 - s" is staging track
lltll

iz a team rack, or general use track

Default staging for private cars y" is a yard track. or set out track

Default home point for private car | not walid - L" is a lead track

Car ferry on main track
A car fermy iz use to move cars between stations on main track. ™ Yez Mo

Marrow Gage Subdivizion
Railroad haz a narrow gage subdivizion. Lading iz transfered between cars. Ye: & Mo

Cancel Apply

Figure 7-3

4. Similarly, the data field “A passenger car’s first location” should be set to
“ACT-01 if it is not already set to that. Remember that the passenger
station is always track 01. (For now, we can ignore the remainder of the
items in this window.)

5. Once both of the fields in the “Default yard location” area read as
discussed in paras 3 and 4, click on “Apply” to finalize the changes. The
"SPOT or ZTS (Zone/Track/Spot) Code Formats” window will close and
we can continue.
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Adding Cars

Now that we've got that housekeeping item out of the way, let’s enter some
cars. For Wilson and Sons, we'll start off with two gondolas, so let’s enter that
data.

1. From the ProTrak toolbar, click on “Traffic” then select “Freight and
passenger cars” from the dropdown list. The window shown in Figure 7-4
will be displayed.

Figure 7-4

1. This window will likely have the window shown in Figure 7-5 displayed on
top of it (the car number and reporting marks may be different).

Car with invalid SPOT

that appears to be routed to a staging track,
ar the defaulk yard,
an the demonskration railroad in the ES Folder.

P Found a car 1< =THE 3667 <
Y B )

should all cars with inwvalid SPOTs be corrected?

Yes ] Mo Zance|

Figure 7-5
2. Click on “Yes” to correct the SPOTs. This message has been caused by

us eliminating various customers (and of course the corresponding
SPQOTSs) as we set up the customers for our railroad in Chapter 6.
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3. Figure 7-6 shows the first part of what the window would look like with
all of the data from the sample railroad loaded V) (A larger version of
Figure 7-6 can be found in Appendix C).

B
I | Iniitials | Numnber | Kind | [RIE] | Lagh | Ll rnt | Contents | Bol | Hrs | Spot | Mest | Desth | | Traffic |
1 THE 3BE7 #M 44 82 ity 1] ACTd  ACTYd  ACTYd A Chicago, IL at: CHIDZs
2 EBdx 6008 T1034M 45 60 ity 1] NYCH WYCOls  WNYCOls Mew ork, MY at: M...
3 CR bE4431  GB a7 BB de-activated i] 5:14
4 C&0 19203 HL 45 63 ity 0 ACTHd  ACTNd  ACTHYd A
5 [CP 85697 XM 55 78 ity 1] NYCH WYCOls  WYCOls & Mew Work, MY at: M.
6 BN 275012 XF it} 86 ity 1] ACTS'd  ACTd  ACTYd A apples
¥ ART ez RS 38 33 ity 1] ACTHd  ACTNd  ACTHYd A St Lovis, MO at: 5T...
g GTW B1E023 MM 45 63 ity 0 ACTHd ACTNd ACT-vd
9 PRR 24285 WM 44 B2 de-activated ] 5:12 X
10 BCOL 10 FBC a7 BE ity 1] ACT~d  ACTNd  ACT-vd
11 DL&w 5633 XM 44 BE ity 1] ACTHd  ACTNd  ACT-d
12 NSOU 5437 #M BE a1 ity 1] ACTd  ACTvd  ACTYd X
13 NSOU 4063 R 45 BE ity 1] ACT~d  ACTNd  ACTYd A
14 BEO 3003 FOw 52 1302 de-activated 1] 5:13 Mew ork, NY at: M...
15 B&D 3|0458  GB 57 3E ity 0 ACTHd  ACTNd  ACT-vd
16 BM 7000439 XM 54 73 ity 1] ACTHd ACTd ACTYd X
17 NSOU  GO0SE  LO 38 80 ity 1] ACT~d ACTSd  ACT-vd
18 NSOU 9234 GE 45 68 sC1ap ion 62 NYCH CHIDZs  CHIOZs =0y
19 CLC 4036 #l i1 3 ity 0 ACTHd  ACTYd  ACTYd X
20 NSOU - 9234 GE 45 B8 ity 1] ACTSd  ACTSd  ACT-vd
21 ['PFE 45683 RS 44 50 ity 1] ACT~d  ACTAd  ACTYd A Chicago, IL at: CHINZs
22 GHF< 48873 LO 53 38 ity 1] ACTHd ACTNd  ACTd St Lois, MO at: 5T...
23 TTUX 145068 FC 54 107 ity 1] Owner  993vd  933-vd
24 UP 53715 [FC 83 70 ity 1] ACT~'d  ACTSd ACT-vd
25  MEC 28128 WM 44 64 ity 1] ACT~d  ACTAd  ACTYd A
26 50U 4724 LO 52 8 ity 0 ACTHd  ACTNd  ACT-d
27 UTLx 7483 T103wW 4 21 ity 1] NYCH WYCOls  WNYCOls
28 DTDx 33134 T103a 41 21 ity 1] NYCH WYCOls  WNvCOls
23 D&H 15237 GB a7 33 de-activated 1] 5012
30 NWSOU 5437 #M i) a1 ity 0 ACTHd  ACTNd  ACTYd A
31 WSOU 1583 La 1 79 ity 1] ACTSd ACTSd  ACT-vd Chicago, IL at: CHIDZs
32 NSOU 607 M 44 68 ity 1] ACT~d  ACTd ACTYd X
33 NSOU 50671 GE 45 68 ity 1] ACTHd ACTNd  ACTd
34 NSOU  BE2E S 45 B4 ity 1] ACTSd  ACTSd  ACT-vd
35 NSOU  BEOB S 44 47 ity i] ACT~d ACTSd  ACT-vd
3E NP 1056 #M 45 67 de-activated 29 5:13 e | SO
7 LCLP 3042 #M 54 3 ity 0 ACTHd  ACTNd  ACTYd A
38 LVRC Ra7 whd h2 a2 de-activated u] 514 B tale, crude
39, [:SCL 0928 XM 54 77 ity i] ACT~'d ACTd  ACTYd X
40 NSOU - 2378 T1034 46 53 ity 1] ACTHd  ACTNd ACTd
a0 MILwW 3804 #M 54 20 ity 0 ACTHd  ACTYd  ACTYd X
42 CkO 619112 LO 53 36 de-activated 1] 5:14
Single Mew car | i | Uniestictears | Checkcars [

Figure 7-6

Before we continue on, let’s take a moment to briefly discuss the buttons
on the bottom of the window:
Change a car — once a car is selected by clicking on the appropriate
number in the first column, if you click on this button, the
“Changing Car” window is displayed. You can also activate the
“Changing Car” window by double-clicking on the car in the “Rolling
stock (Cars)” window.
Single new car — allows the entry of a single car

" If you right-click on an empty portion of the window, a tool tip will appear.

Version:
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Multiple copies — allows you to add several copies of identical
(except for the car number) cars at once without having to enter a
lot of data again and again. Useful if you are adding cars for a unit
coal train as an example.
De-activate Car — allows the car to remain on file for the railroad,
but makes it unavailable to ProTrak for use. More on this later in
the manual.
Un-restrict Car — allows you to remove a restriction, such as a car
in captive service or a restriction on the commodity to be carried.
Check Cars — checks each of the routing locations for each car to
make sure they are one of:

= A valid staging track

= A valid customer siding number (SPOT)

= A valid train symbol.
In other words make sure that anywhere where a car is located at
or routed to is valid ®.

Since there are a whole lot more cars than we want to start with, let’s
reduce the number in this list first to just 2 (the smallest number of cars
that we can have). Click on “Close” to close this window and then we’ll go
ahead and reduce the number of cars on file.

1. Click on “Administration” on the ProTrak toolbar and then choose “Limits
on Equipment, Railroad & Traffic” from the dropdown list. You are
already familiar with the window shown in Figure 7-7 as we've used it
before.

20n startup, ProTrak does the same check of the three items that the “Check Cars”: button does,
however it only reports “You have X cars with invalid data and this will cause a problem”. Using
the “Check Cars” function will allow you to identify which car(s) have a problem.

Version: 1.2
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 Setting Operating Limits

For zetting the zize of datafiles used on the railroad.
* Thiz section iz used mostly for erazing unwanted data.
* To add NEW data. go to the appropriate section which
listz the item and zelect "Edit", "Hew".
1 P |
Fragh.t and paszenger cars - Setto:[107 j
I:Dntalne.rs and var.w :_II
Locomotives or units - j
Eal?uuc.uses | - j
Mam. lire stations - :_II
Sta?mg tracks - :_II
I:I.nllne c:ust.cnmers | - :_II
Blllst-u.f-Ladlng.-"wayl:ulls - Setto |72 j
Train jobs - Setto | =
LCancel (1].9
All Equipment has been re-activated |

Cloze |

Figure 7-7

2. Click on the data field “Freight and passenger cars” (the first field in the
list) and change the value to “2”, either by using the up and down arrows
at the side of the data field, or by erasing the current value (mine says
107) and entering "2" in its place.

3. Click on “"OK" to apply the change. You'll then be asked to confirm and
re-confirm the change (Figures 7-8 and 7-9).

Deleting ltems, Compacting Files

\ ? ) Delete all cars from 3 ko 107 7

Yes Mo

Figure 7-8
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@ Are wou absolukely 100% sure ?

Yes 1 [u] |

Figure 7-9

Once you click on “Yes” twice, all of the existing cars except the first two
will be deleted. It is important to pay attention to these confirmation
messages, as a failure to do so may result in erasing valuable data, and
there is no “Undo” button! Also, note that once you've clicked on “Yes”
the second time, the “Setting Operating Limits” window will automatically
close.

You can see that there are two ways to remove unwanted data — delete
the individual entries as we did with the customers or using the “Setting
Operating Limits” window, change the maximum value. Which you use
will depend on the situation. In the case of the customers, we needed to
delete selected customers interspersed in the list so deleting line by line is
the most appropriate way. In the case of cars, we're going to enter all of
the data from scratch so we'll use the adjusted limits method.

4. OK, let’s actually get started entering data. We'll do the two gondolas for
“Wilson & Sons”. Again click on “Traffic” on the ProTrak toolbar, then
choose “Freight and passenger cars” from the dropdown list.

5. You may now see the message in Figure 7-10.
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Car with invalid SPOT

that appears ko be routed to a staging track,
ar the default ward,
an the demonstration railvoad in the ES Folder,

P Found a car =1« >THE 3667 <
Y W J

Should all cars with invalid SPOTs be carrected?

Yes l Mo Cancel

Figure 7-10

6. If asked the question in step 5 above, answer “Yes”. Figure 7-11 shows
what the “Rolling stock (Cars) window should look like once the update
has completed.

™ Rolling stock (Cars)
8 [ Inkials | i

There are 2 total cars, of which 2 are active cars, being 100.0% of total.
R ET RS EET i . . . .

MHumber Contents Bol | Hrs Spot Mext Destn | Qulity 1 Traftic

THE 3667 M 44 a2 ity 0 ACT-vd  ACT-vd  ACT-Yd A Chicago, L at: CHIDZ2:
2 EBAX 6008 T1034M 45 60 ity 1] MYCH  NYCOls  WNYCOls Mew York, N at: NYCOTs

fduiltiple copies ! Deactivate car I Un-restict cars l Check cars
Figure 7-11

7. As you can see from Figure 7-11, both of the remaining cars have staging
tracks ("CHIO02s"” and “"NYCO01s") shown in the “Traffic” column. If we
don’t remove these entries, we will get an “invalid” spot” message every
time we go in to do any work on any of the cars. Here’s what we need to
do to fix the problem:

a. Double-click on car #1. The window shown in Figure 7-12 will
appear

7-9
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ﬂ Changing active car: 1 of: 2

Car Description

Reporting marks [THB]  Car kind |><M—
Mumber W Car class |><M—
Length over couplers, ft |44— Plate m
Yolurne, cuft W

Built date ’j’m Gross'Wwat. b 290,000
Bearing ’W Light ‘eight, Ibz IW
Bearing kind Friction Load Limit, Ibs

7c Restrictions. if any
empty, route to' [Leasee or owning railroad]

Fieturn Empty Chicago, IL
Car ownership [Route ta) |0wne.— of reparting marks _J

Lading Restrictions [Load only]

Load restricted to. | wheat flour @ 0411
Fiestrictions on uzse I:I Guality E‘
7b Present Azsignment

avhil |0 Contents [niy‘ [otens |
Location ol CHMY B-end faces |East -
Consighee is mgagg,jl_ ] at mgs |
Model Characternistics
‘wieight of model car, 0z |4.50 Rolling resistance, & {1.0
Model last inspected on i24 ﬂ| Mar ﬂl 204 ﬂ
Madel car is awned by [John Smith

ProTrak Basics Manual

=

ittt | Initial | Railraad EE

1 FRO PraTrak Demaonstrator

2 ATSF Atchinson, Topeka & =

3 BH Burlington Marthern

4 CR Corrail

L} C5x Chezapeake Seaboard

B WS Morfalk Southern R ai

i 5P Southern Pacific

g P Union Pacific

g I CP Rail

10 cP Canadian Pacific

1Al CH Canadian Mational

12 ALEC Atlantic & East Caro

13 L Ann Arbor

14 Ad Michigan Interstate

15 AC Algoma Central

16 ACL Atlantic Coast Line

17 AD Aflantic & D anville

18 ADM Ashley, Drew & North

13 AL Almanor R ailroad

20 ALM Arkanzas & Louisiana

21 ALS Alton & Southern

22 AMR Aracata and Mad Rive

23 AN Apalachicola Marther

24 AMR Angelina & Meches Ri

25 APA Apache

26 AR Aberdeen & Rockfish

27 AR Arcade and Attica

28 ARC Alexander

29 ART American Refrigerato

30 ASAB Atlanta & St Andrews

il ATW Allantic & Western

32 AL Arooztook Valley

33 Al Algers, Winslow and -
Show,

LCancel | oK | De-activate | Inventory
Figure 7-12

b. Note that the “Location of car” data field (about two-thirds of the
way down in the left hand panel) shows "CHNY”. We need to

change the location to show that it is in ACT yard so click in the
“Location of car” data field then double-click on “"ACT-Yd"” in the

right hand panel.

c. Click on the “Return Empty To” field (about half ways down the left
hand panel) and erase the data in that field.

d. Click on OK @,

e. To clear up the problem with car # 2, double-click on line 2 and

repeat steps 7b through 7d.

Figure 7-13 shows what the “Rolling Stock (Cars)” window will now look

like once you have corrected the problems with the two cars. You will

notice that the “Traffic” column now shows the load restriction for the car
rather than the staging track it was to be returned to when empty.

¥ Once you have blanked out the “Return Empty To” data field, ProTrak will update it with the

phrase “Home road via connection”. Any car which has the “Return Empty To” data field showing
either spaces or the phrase “Home road via connection” is treated as being unrestricted.

Version: 1.2
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= Rolling stock (Cars)

# | Initials Mumber Kind MG Lgh LdLmt Contents Bol Hrz Spot Mext Dest'n Quality Traffic |
1 THB 3667 M 44 g2 mky 1] ACT-vd ACTd  ACT-d & wheat flour
2 EB&x £008 T103aM 45 [=11] mty a ACT-rd ACTd  ACTSYd anti knock comp
Figure 7-13

8. Now on to adding new cars. On the ProTrak toolbar, click on “Edit” then
choose “New car” from the dropdown list. You'll now see the window
shown in Figure 7-14a @.

g [DE T T
N\, o Doscipton [Fobonds i Dibettite |
11 [} roomntafemd ot o Si2 s ] Fokeas -
LT 1 PRO FroTask Demontiator
uesben [a Car class ﬁ
2 ATSF Abchardon, Topekak E|
1 2 —— a BH Burlnghon Noithem
i o Corvad
[ Length aves couglers  [5 Pua £ =] 5 5 Chees speshe S st
Wakame, cufl ]ﬁ_ [ N5 Hodlolk Southen Ra
7 5P 5 cnhesn Pacic
Bkt date: 1”@. w1973 »| Gross'Wol bs - i | ur Uirsion Pachic |
3 P CF sl
Hearg 1D Z0000 k=]  Laght Wisght, e | 55,300 10 (N 4 Canadian Paciic |
. mn N Canadian M stonal
Besirghind [l ~| Losdlivate  [NESEEONR 12 AMEC st & Eat Cain
= 13 B4 A ko
Restrictns. i any o oA Michegan Irbarstale
13 = b ety soube o' [Leases o cererg nadoad] 15 AL dilkgoma Centeal
. e 18 ACL Aitlariic Coast Line
e E=13 7 D Attartie & D arvls I
L cwrrizhg [Floute 16] [emes of reporing mek: 18 ADH Athlesy, Diews & Moeth
! ' = 13 AL Alance Asdiosd |
Lading Restictions [Load ons| a0 ALM ik arvan b Lowsisns
— A AL #lton & Southem
bR Mectelia ) | 1 Z MR Aracaln ard Mad Firee
Fastictons onlas 1 sty . A AN Apalachicols Mosthes
- xz 4 ANER Argelna & Heches R
= AFA Apache
Pretent Assignment = 88 Abeidesn & Rockith
Wbt [ cos: DENEN | | (|7 8 cekdie
ek n 2 AR Aleaander
Lseshor of o !;ET-‘;‘;] B-and faces [E st -i 29 ART Arencan Relrigeisto
Corooree BRG]  EXNE A oaw Nt Wenn
T ATW Aarbic & 'Weaten
» AL Arcoatock Valey
Madel Charactesislacs 11 A Algers, Winslow and -
\Wesght of model ear oz [am Rolleg imsitarce, % |10
Modsl last mezpectedon [16 = [Mw =f[ms -]
Modsl e i cwrnd by Liohn Smith

Figure 7~ 14a

There’s a lot of information here, but not all of it is required in order to
make things move. We'll only enter what is necessary, and briefly discuss
some of the other items. Have Table 3 from Appendix B ready and let’s
set about entering the data for a car. We'll do car # 3 in Table 3 (cars 1
and 2 are left over from the original ProTrak sample data). For simplicity

* The field labeled “Model car is owned by” will contain the name you entered in the registration
window when installing ProTrak.
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sake, initially we'll refer to Figure 7-14a for pointers to the data fields to
be changed. Later when we discuss other items which are not being
changed, we'll refer to Figure 7-14b.

9. Click on the “Reporting marks” (tt) data field and from the list in the
right-hand panel, double-click on "WC — Wisconsin Central”

10.Click on the “Car kind” (tt) data field and from the list in the right-hand
panel, double-click on “GB” > ®_ In our case the type we wanted — GB -
was listed. If the type we wanted was not listed (GBSR for example),
click on the general type for that car (in this case G), then click on the
radio button marked “Show ... Specific kind” to see all of the sub types
for that general type. The list in the right hand panel now shows all of
the specific cars of that general kind. Double-click on the car kind you
desire, in this case GB. You will notice that both the “Car kind” and “Car
class” data fields were updated.

11.Click on the “"Number” (tt) data field and replace the “3” with the number
of our car - "55161”.

12.The “Length over couplers” (tt) data field is also important to us at this
point. This data field is used to calculate whether there is room in a
siding for another car. Click on the “Length over couplers” data field and
replace the existing value with *57” ),

13.The “*Volume” data field also needs to be looked at. This data field
controls which cars are used to take a particular shipment. We'll get into
this more when we discuss waybills in Chapter 8. Looking at Table 3 in
Appendix B you will note that only enclosed or semi-enclosed (gondolas
and hoppers) cars have a volume data. Flat cars of all varieties do not
and ProTrak will not ask you to enter a “Volume” figure. Click on the
“Volume” data field and replace the existing value with “2324"

® AAR Mechanical type. For more info on AAR Mechanical types the web sites at
http://www.nakina.net/aartype.html and www.greatnorthernempire.net/GNE_AARCarCodes.htm
are two of many that have a good description of the various types.

® The list of car types can be updated to reflect a different era by clicking on the “Car kind” data
field, then from the ProTrak toolbar choose Edit/Change/Change Car Mechanical Kind list.

” The “length over couplers” is usually the nominal length of the car (i.e the “EX LEN” figure on
the car) plus 4 feet for the couplers. You may wish to actually measure the length of the cars over
the coupler pulling face to get an exact figure as had been done for the cars in our railroad.
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14.Click on the “Return Empty To” data field. This data field controls how
the car is routed when empty ®. In order to make sure that there are no
restrictions on the car, if anything other than “Home road via connection”
or “PRO car distributor” is shown we'll just blank this data field out.
Blanking out the “Return Empty to” data field will cause ProTrak to
automatically insert either the phrase "Home road via connection” or the
phrase “PRO car distributor” and may also cause the “Restriction on use”
data field to have a “"U” inserted. “U” means the car is unrestricted.

15. At this point, we have enough information to allow the car to be moved,
we'll accept the defaults as supplied by ProTrak, for the other data fields,
however let's look at some of them. Figure 7-14b has the pointers to the
following data fields.

a. Plate (tt) — defines the vertical and horizontal clearances that this
car requires to pass along the track.

b. Built date — self explanatory. ProTrak will use this when checking
some of the other data entered, to make sure it makes sense from
a time perspective.

C. Bearing (tt) — the maximum weight that the bearings on this car
are designed to handle. Most pre-1960 cars have “D” bearings,
while most of those built after this period have “E” bearings. This
field must have a value in it for ProTrak to use the car.

d. Light Weight, Ibs (tt) — in most cases this will be printed on the car
and indicates the weight of the car without any load. Required
field.

e. Bearing kind (tt) — self explanatory, either friction or roller.
Required field ©).

f. Load restricted to (tt), and Restrictions on use (tt) — controls how
the car is used and are for the most part self explanatory (see also
footnote for the “Return Empty To” data field above).

g. Quality — this data field will be updated by ProTrak 9,

8 If the “Return Empty to” field is left blank or contains the phrase “Home road via connection”, the
car can be loaded at any SPOT or staging. Entering “Agent’s Pool” will restrict it to loading at one
station only. ProTrak automatically inserts the “Home road via connection” phrase whenever
there is no specific return empty to directions.

® ProTrak will reject any car with Friction Bearings if the car has a Built Date of Aug 68 or later if
that car is in interchange service (i.e. not an On Company Service — OCS - car). If itis a
passenger car, the date when roller bearings were required is 1950 if the car weighed over
220,000 Ibs. Also, in certain circumstances, the bearing type may impact the order that cars are
blocked on a train.

"% All cars are graded as to quality: “A”, “B”, “C” and “D”, “K” and “U” for gondolas. Cars degrade
over time so as a car is in service longer and longer; the quality will down grade from “A” to “B”
then eventually “B” to “C”. In addition, you may see “X”, “Y” and “Z” appear in the Quality data
field. “X”is an “A” car that has debris left over from the previous shipment. Similarly “Y” is a “B”

7-13
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h. Waybill (tt) — this data field will be updated by ProTrak and should
always be left as 0 (zero) when a new car is added to the layout.
The Contents data field will also be updated by ProTrak when a
waybill is assigned.

i. Location of Car (tt) — again, self explanatory. The initial location of
the car will be the default yard that we defined previously. This
field will be updated by ProTrak.

j. B-end faces (tt) — the "B” end is the end that has the brake wheel
on it. For the most part, this data field is cosmetic for ProTrak use.
It is only used in a very advanced feature %,

k. Consignee is — where the car is going/is at. Updated by ProTrak.

I.  Weight of Model (tt) — If the weight is set to zero, the car is
deactivated. The Model weight is used to determine if the model
train power units can pull the train of model cars.

m. Rolling resistance, % (tt) - Rolling resistance is used to calculate
the tractive effort that the model locomotive must have to pull the
train. Use a value of 1%, unless you know the car is “*hard rolling”
or you have made a measurement 2,

n. Model last inspected on — When a new car is added, the date will
be the current date. This date can be updated if the car is
removed for inspection/repair/etc.

0. Model car is owned by (tt) — this should default to the name that
you supplied when you first installed ProTrak. If the car belongs to
someone else, you may want to insert that name in place of your
own. If you wish to change the name, you must uncheck the box
labeled “Uncheck for Manual Data Entry” at the bottom of the right-
hand panel. (If you don't do this, any data you enter will be
ignored).

car and “Z” is a “C” car with debris left over from the previous shipment. The quality status only
affect operations if a) you have a cleaning track set up, and b) the car-cleaning option is turned
on under Admin/Special SPOTs.

" The ‘Unload from this side only’ feature.

"2 Rolling resistance is also used in working out the potential for stringlining cars within a train
(see Appendix B for a definition of stringlining). In HO, typical values of rolling resistance vary
from 0.5% up to 2% with 1% being an average value for models dating from the mid 80s on. A
hard rolling car may have a rolling resistance of 2%. Rolling resistance can be checked by placing
a car on a known grade, letting it go and seeing if it starts to move.
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B cnanging sctive car T ok 3
Car Description
Aepotrgmats (W Cakind  [GB amE |
Nuribas [EEe1  cwcssr  [GE g No anine data
0
Length oves couplers. it [57 Plas [C :Jd—-g— 15a
Vokume, cult [z2d g
———p Bultdate  [Now = |[1573 | Grosswiolb:  [EEOO0N] -

——— Besing  [D 20000Ks ¥| LigtWegh b [56.300  efpe—ts— 15d

e Besirghind  [Foler  ~| Losdlebe  [TEERO

Restriction:, il any
"Wwhen emply, route o™ [Leasse of owrng talroad]

Rehen Emply Ta Hama 10ad vis connechont ﬁ

Cas pwarssechip [Route (6] [ owner of eporting marks =|

Ladng Restrictions (Load onb

15Ff — 9 Loadrestrcted o ji——]| |_— 15g
Restcionz onuse | _| Quaity [ il
Preazenl Assignmenl 15]

15i

15k

151 \wiaight of model car, oz [4.00 Roling tesztance. % [1.0
15n Model last repected on |16 ﬂlHar ﬂlE‘UH ﬂ I¥d Uncheck o Manual Data Entiy
150 Model cae is owned by |
e by ohn Smih = J R | S
Figure 7-14b

Versi

A5k Watd [0 Conent: DR
Locationof car [ACT e Berd loces [East - “F"‘/ 15m

Consorees N ¢ RO

Model Charactenstics

In addition, at the bottom of the right-hand panel there is a button
marked “Inventory” This allows you to provide more information which is
useful from an inventory standpoint (date purchased, for example) but is
not used by ProTrak for railroad operations.

16.Figure 7-15 shows what your “Changing active car: 3 of: 3" window
should look like once you've changed the data as shown above. Note
that the name in the “Model car is owned by” and “Model last inspected
on” data fields will likely be different. The “Consignee is” data field and
the data in the right-hand panel may also be different.
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E Changing active car: 3 of: 3

Car Descnption

Feporting markz |W[: Car kind GE

Humber 55161 Car class GE

Length aver couplers, ft {5? Flate | -
Yolume, cuft 2324

Built date Mow »|[1972 »|  Gross'Wat. bs  220.0
Eearing [ 220,000 bs « Light "weight, lbs | 56,300
IHoller v | Load Limit, Ibs

Restrictions. if any
"wihen empty, route to” [Leasee or owring railroad)

{Home road via connections | ]

Car ownership (Route ta) lowner of reparting marks LJ

Bearing kind

Feturn Empty To

Lading R estrictions [Load only)

Load restricted to |

Present Assignment

waybil o Contents [} fotons ]
Location of car [aCTvd B-end faces |East -

L]
Quality E

Consignes is W shippel |at BETHA |
Model Characteristics

‘Weight of model car, oz |4,00 Ralling resistance, % {1.0
Model last inzpected on i18 _j|Mar ﬂ|2014 ﬂ

Model caris awned by [John Smith
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=
£

o= o N e e o e e e e Y O

Mo onling data

1 (3

I Uncheck for Manual Data Entry

LCancel I

oK |

De-activate J

Inventory

Figure 7~-15

17.1If everything is correct, click on “"OK” to make these changes take effect
and return to the “Rolling stock (Cars)” window.

18.We need to add a 2" gondola — the one identified as car 4 in the Freight
Car Information table (Appendix B, Table 3). Since this car is almost
identical to the car we've just entered (only the reporting marks and car
number differ), we can use a feature of ProTrak to copy the car we just
entered to create a clone of it. In the “Rolling stock (Cars)” window, click
on line 3; the one with the Wisconsin Central gondola in it.

19.Click on the button marked “Multiple copies” down at the bottom of the
window. The window shown in Figure 7-16 will appear

Version: 1.2
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: Baze car Mew numbers
Road initials Mumber car 2] |:|
MHumber zar 1] RR1E1 Humber car 3] |:|
Mechanical kind Mumber car 4] |:|
Length, fest MNumber car 5] |:|
Capacity, tons Mumber car B] |:|
Humber car 7] |:|
How many additional cars RirRreEng] |:|
How mary additional carz |5 j e I:I
Mumber car 10] |:|
Cancel ]
Q 4 MHumber zar 11] |:|
Humber car 12) |:|
Cancel Accept
Figure 7-16

20.Change the value in the "How Many additional cars” data field to 1, either
by entering the value directly, or by using the up and down arrows beside
the data field. Click on the "OK” button immediately below the number of
cars to be added data field and the window will change to look like Figure
7-17.
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¥ Multiple new cars.

—Basge car — Mew numbers

Foad initialz Murnber car 2 |:|
Mumber car 1)
Mechanical kind
Length, feet
Capacity, tons

—How to get car numbers

= You will input all car numbers
" [Generate arange of car numbers

™~ Generate a sequence of numbers

Cancel Accept I

Figure 7~17

21.You will notice two things: The right-hand panel now has only one data
field shown, and the box at the bottom of the left hand panel has been
replaced with one labeled “How to get car numbers”. In that box, click
on the “You will input all car numbers” radio button. The “Multiple new
cars” window changes again, to look like Figure 7-18.
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% Multiple new cars.

~Basze car —New numbers

Foad initialz Mumber car 2] |:|
MHumber car 1]
Mechanical kind
Length, feet
Capacity, tonz

~How to get car numbers

= ou will input all car numbers
Generate arange of car numbers

Generate a sequence of numbers

- Input car number

Enter next car number 1551 =]

_ Cancel | _ 0 || [ Corca T

Figure 7-18

22.In the “Enter next car number” data field, enter the car number for car 4
- 327155, and then click on "OK”. The “Input car number” box will
disappear and the window will look like Figure 7-19.
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" Multiple new cars

—~Base car — Mew numbers

Road initials Mumber car 2]
M urnber car 1]
Mecharical kind
Length, feet
Capacity, tons

~How to get car numbers

= ou will input all car numbers
" Generate a range of car numbers

Generate a zequence of numbers

Cancel Accept

Figure 7-19

23.As you can see, the area on the left where we input the new car number
has disappeared. If we were to add more than one car, that area would
have remained and we would be able to add car numbers for the
remaining multiple copies. Since we only have one copy, we will click on
“Accept”. The new car will be added and you will be returned to the
“Rolling stock (Cars)” window, which should look like Figure 7-20.

% Rolling stock [Cars)

# | Initialz Mumber Kind MG Lah LdLmt Contents Bol Hrz Spot Mext Dest'n Quality Traffic
1 THE 3B67 bt 44 82 mty a ACT-vd ACTAvd ACTd & wheat flour
2 EBAx B003 T1034M 45 ) ity 1] ACTd ACT-vd ACTd anti knock comp
3 WiC 55161 GB 57 82 mty a ACT-vd ACTd ACTd
4 WiC 327155 GB 57 82 mty a ACT-vd ACTAvd ACTd
Figure 7-20

24.There’s obviously something wrong here. The reporting marks for car 4
are supposed to be "GVSR" not "WC"”. To correct that, double-click on
line 4 and the window in Figure 7-21 will appear.
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E Changing active car: 4 of: 4

Car Description

Reporting marks |WC
Mumber 327155

Length over couplers, ft [57
Yolume, cuft m_
Bultdate  [Now ~][1573 +]
Bearing |W‘
Bearitig kind ’m

Restrictions. if any

Car kind GB
Car class GB
Flate I -

Gross'wat, bs (2200000
Light ‘weight, lbs | 56,300
Load Limit, bs  [TE2.700 ]

"when empty, route to"' [Leazes or owning raimad)

Return Empty To ]Home road via connections

Car ownership (Route to) Iowner of reparting marks lJ

Lading Restrictions [Load o]

Load restricted to |

I

Restrictions on use l:l Quality E

Present Assignment

‘' apbill ilj Contents [mt‘u }U.tpm ]

Location of car  [ACTd B-and faces |East -
Consignes is | BETSE

Model Characteristics
‘weight of model car, oz 14.00

ProTrak Basics Manual

==

Railroads in Dfficial Guide

[k

it | Initial | Rairoad
i FRO FroTrak Demongtrator
2 ATSF Atchinson, Topeka &
3 EM Burlington Marthern

4 CR Carrail

5 CSx Chesapeake Seaboard
g M5 Morfolk Southern Rai
7 5P Southern Pacific

g P Union Pacific

| CP CF Rail

10 CcP Canadian Pacific

1 CH Canadian M ational

12 ALEC Aflantic & East Caro
13 Ay Anir Arbor

14 A Michigan Interstate
15 AC Algoma Central

16 ACL Atlantic Coast Line

17 AD Allantic & Darwille

18 ADN Ashley, Drew & Marth
13 AL Almanor Railroad

20 ALM Arkanzas & Louisiana
21 ALS Alton & Southern

22 AA Aracata and Mad Rive
23 A Apalachicola Morther
24 AMNR Angelina & Meches Ri
28 APL Apache

26 AR Aberdeen & Rockfish
27 AR Arcade and Attica

28 ARC Alexander

29 ART American Refrigerato
a0 ASAR Allanta & St Andrews
il ATw Atlantic & Westem

32 AL Aroogtook, Valley

33 A Algers, Winzlow and

Ralling resistance, % (1.0 w @ Private Lines

todel last inspected on |1B :J|Mar j|2014 LJ

Model caris owned by [John Smith

Uncheck for Manual Data Entry

LCancel |

oK I De-activate |

Inventory

Figure 7-21

25.Click on the “Reporting marks” (tt) data field, then from the right-hand
panel scroll down and look for "GVSR". As you can see, there is no entry

for "GVSR” so we'll enter it manually

(13)

26.Click on the “Reporting marks” data field, erase the existing "WC" and
type in "GVSR".

27.The “Volume” data field is also incorrect. Click on the “Volume” data field
and change the value to read “"2244". Your window should now look like
Figure 7-22

'3 This is one case where we need not worry about the “Uncheck for Manual Data Entry” setting.
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ﬂ Changing active car: 4 of: 4

Car Description

Reparting marks {EVSH Car kind GB

Mumber 327155 Car class GB

Length over couplers, Bt |5,'.=‘— Plate m
Walume, cuft EII_

Euilt date m[ﬁn_j Gross Wat, lbs W
Eearing m Light *eight, lbs ’W

Eearing kind Raller v| LoadLlimit.lbs  [{E35700 |

Restrictions. if anp
"When empty, route to” [Leazee or owning railroad)

RetumEmpty To |Home road via connections

Car ownership (Route o] | awner of reparting marks |

Lading Festrictions [Load only)

Load restictedta | ]
R estictions on use l:l Quality

Present Assignment

Wbl o Contents [ph_'& Iﬁmp;, |
Location of car [ACT-vd B-end faces |East -
Consignes iz [ J at @‘Fﬂ?ﬁ ]

Model Characteristics

Weight of model car, oz {4.00 Fiolling resistance, % |1.0
todel last inspected on |‘|B L”Ma[ _VJ|2U‘I 4 Li

Model caris awned by [Jahn Smith

ProTrak Basics Manual

=
=

Mo online data

=N e e e e e e e e

lCd Uncheck for Manual Data Entiy
LCancel | oK | De-activate | Inventory

Figure 7-22

28.Click on “"OK" to accept the change and return to the “Rolling stock
(Cars)” window. It should now look like Figure 7-23.

B
# |Initials Murnber Kind | [RLE] | Lgh | Lolrt | Contents | Baol | Hrs | Spot MNest Destn | Quality | Traffic
1 THE 3EBE7 M 44 82 ity 0 ACTYd  ACTvd  ACT-vd A wheat flaur
2 EBA= E008 T1034M 45 =] ity 0 ACTHd  ACTd  ACT-Yd anti knock comp
3 Wi 55161 GE 57 g2 ity 0 ACTYd AaCTd  ACT-vd
4 GWSH 327155 GE 57 82 ity 0 ACTd ACTd  ACT-vd
Figure 7-23
We used the duplication technique here to show you how it works.
Obviously, it would have likely been just as fast to have just gone through
the normal "Single new car” process, as we did with the first car we entered.
This duplication technique is hormally used to input a bunch of cars which
are identical except for the car number. There is a 2nd way to duplicate a
car and we'll use that later on.
7-22
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29.Let's go ahead and enter another car — car number 5 - using the data
from Appendix B Table 3. Follow the process in steps 8 through 14
above (you'll have to enter the reporting marks manually), substituting
the data from the table for car 5. Once all of the data is entered, click on
“OK” to accept the data and return to the “Rolling Stock (Cars)” window.

30.Now that car 5 has been entered, we could follow the same procedure for
car 6. From looking at the list, it is obvious that car 6, with the exception
of reporting marks, car number and volume, is identical to car 5. We
could duplicate it using the “Multiple copies” process that we've used for
the GVSR gondola, but there is another way, this time much easier. Click
on line 5 which is the MRL box car you just entered. From the ProTrak
toolbar, click on “Edit” then select “Copy a car” from the dropdown list.
You should see a window which looks like Figure 7-24.

Feporting marks [MEBL Car kind i Railroads in Official Guide
Mumber 3004 Car class b i | Iritial | Riailioad £
1 PRO PraTrak Demonstrator
2 ATSF Atchingon, Topeka &
3 BM Burlington Maorthem
Length over couplers, ft |55 Plate |C - 4 CA Corrail
| J 5 C5¥ Chesapeake Seaboard
Wolume, cuft E156 E MS Morfalk, Southern Rai
7 SP Southern Pacific
Built date Moy = || 1973 - Gross Wat, Ibs 20,000 ] P Urion Pacific
9 CP CP Rail
Bearing D 220000 Ibs |  Light Weight, lbs | 58,300 10 CP [Canadian Pacific
— - . 13 CH Canadian Mational
Bearing kind Ruoller - | Load Limit, bs 163,700 12 BAEC Atlantic & East Caro
13 A Ann Arbor
Return Empty To |H|:ume road via connections 14 Ay Michigan Interstate
r 15 AL Algoma Central
Loadrestictedto | B | (|16 ACL Aflantic CoastLine
Restrichions on use | | Quality El 17 AD Ablantic & Danville
18 ADM Azhlen, Drew & Morth
" aybill [I:I Contents  [Emph) Jotens | 19 AL Almanor Rairoad
) 20 ALk Arkanzas & Louisiaha
Location of car [ACTd B-endfaces [west 1 als Altan & Southemn
Corsignes is [filfél shipper | at lﬁD_T:—Y_d | 32 AR Aracata and Mad Rive " W
Wweight of model car, oz 4.0 Folling resistance, % (1.0 w
todel last inspected on |.'-" j|Jan ﬂ|2tl1l:| ﬂ I Uncheck for Manual Data Entiy
todel car iz owned by |J|:uhn Smith .
Cancel | De-actwate| Inventory | oK |
Figure 7-24

31.Click on “Reporting marks” (tt) and change this to “"UP” (it's in the list),
change the car number to "170509” and finally change the volume to
“4890". Click on “OK" to accept the changes.
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Add cars 7 and 8, the two center beam flat cars * from Appendix B,
Table 3 and when you are finished the “Rolling stock (Cars)” window
should look like Figure 7-25 (%), Remember that when you go to change
the “Car kind” data field, you need to click on “FB” in the right hand
panel, click in the “Show specific kind” radio button at the bottom of the
right hand panel then finally double-click on “FBC"” in the list in the right
hand panel.

[+
# |Initials |Number | Kind | NG | Lgh | Ll rnt | Cantents | Bol | Hrs | Spot | Mext | Dest'n | Quality | Traffic |
1 THE 3667 =i 44 g2 mty 0 ACTYd  ACTHd  ACTHd A wheat flaur
2 EBAX 6003 T1034M 45 &0 mty 0 ACTYd  ACTHd  ACTHd anti knack comp
3 Wi 55161 GE 57 a2 ity 1] ACTvd  ACTHd ACT-vd
4 GYSR 327155 GE 57 g2 ity 0 ACTYd  ACTHd ACTAd
5 MAL 30004 M 55 a2 ity 0 ACTd  ACTHd  ACTAd &
g P 170809 b 55 82 ity 0 ACTYd  ACTHd  ACTd &
7 BCIT 873075 FEBC a0 g2 mty 0 ACTYd  ACTHd  ACTHd
g SSAM 38710 FEC a0 g2 mty 0 ACTYd  ACTHd  ACTHd
Figure 7-25
’ . . . ’
33.There’s one last thing to look at, and that is deleting a car. Let's add one

more car. By default ProTrak will use reporting marks “PRO”, car class
and kind of "XM"” and the car number will be the line humber — in this
case 9. So let’s just click on “Edit” from the ProTrak toolbar, then select
“New car” from the dropdown list. Once the window in Figure 7-26
appears, click on “OK to add the car.

'* Remember that you need to use the “Show ... Specific kind” radio button to get the FBC entry.

"> By def

ault, the list of cars is displayed in the order they were entered. To see a sorted list and

to access the car data sorted, on the ProTrak toolbar click on Edit/Show/Show cars sorted by
road name and number (or choose one of the options from the “Show cars by specific fleets”
option). You can also sort cars by clicking on a specific column header in the list of cars.

Version:
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“ Changing active car: 9 of: 9

Reporting marks IF‘FI[I Car kind IXM Railroads in Official Guide
Murnber @ Carclass M it | Intial | Rairoad A
1 PRO ProTrak Demonstrator =
2 ATSF Atchinzon, Topeka & B
3 Br Burlington Marthern
Length over couplers, ft |50 Flate |C - 4 Ch Canrail
I I _I b CSe Chezapeake Seaboard
Walumne, cuft IEDDD B WS Morfolk Southerm Rai
7 SP Southemn Pacific
Built date |Nu~, - || 1973 vl Gross gt lbs (220,000 ] g uP Urion Pacific
) ) ) 9 CP CP Rail
Bearing ID 220,000 |bs vI Light "+'eight, |bs I 56,300 10 CP Canadian Pacific
. . . 11 CH Canadian Mational
Eearing kind IFh:uIIer vI Laad Lirit, Ibs _ 12 ALED Atlantic & East Cara
13 Ah, Ann Arbor
Return Emply Ta |Home road wia connections _ 14 Ak Michigan nterstate
; 15 Al Algoma Central
Load restrictedto | ] 18 ACL Atlantic Coast Line
Restrictions on use |I_| | Quality . 17 AD Atlantic: & D arvville
18 ADM Aghley, Drew & Marth
vt [ Cor: GEGTIIGRI | (|19 AL A Foiox
) 20 ALM Arkanzas & Louiziana
Location of car I,&ET.Y.j B-end faces Iwest vI | ALS Albon & Southem
. ] 22 AR Aracata and Mad Rive ~
Consiree - SRS v
: e -
Weight of model car, oz |4,D Fialling resistance, |1_D w
todel lazt inspected on |18 L".Jan L||2DE|E} LI [l Uncheck for Manual Data Entry
todel car is owned by |J ohn Smith 5
LCancel | De-actwatel Inventory | oK |
Figure 7-26

You'll get the warning message shown in Figure 7-27. Click on “Yes” to
accept the car number

Car number OK? ;

- | J ar number is same as list number, or car number is blank. Is this correct?

Yes | Mo |

Figure 7-27

The "Rolling stock (Cars)” window should look like Figure 7-28.
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' Rolling stock (Cars)

# | Initialz Mumber Kird MG Lgh LdLmt Contents Bol Hrz Spot I ext Dest'n Quality Traffic
1 THE 3EE7 bt} 44 82 mty 0 ACTvd  ACTHd  ACTYd & wiheat flour
2 EBAX G008 T1034M 45 £0 mty 0 ACTd  ACTHd  ACTYA anti knock comp
3 Wi 55161 GE 57 g2 mty 0 ACTvd  ACTHd  ACTYd
4 GYSH 327158 GB 57 82 mty 0 ACTd  ACTHd  ACTYA
5 MAL 30004 il 55 g2 mty 0 ACTvd  ACTHd  ACTYd &
4 Up 170509 b 55 82 mty 0 ACTd  ACTHd ACTNYA A
7 BCIT 873078 FEC 80 g2 mty 0 ACT-Yd  ACTHd  ACT-Yd
8 SSAM 38710 FEBC 80 82 mty 0 ACTd  ACTHd ACTNYA
9 FRO 9 bl 50 g2 mty 0 ACT-Yd  ACTHd  ACT-Yd &

Figure 7-28

34.To delete the car we just entered (PRO 9), click on line 9 then on the
ProTrak toolbar, click on “Edit” and from the dropdown list select “"Delete
a car”. The window shown in Figure 7-29 will appear.

i Deleting a Car

—Car

Car list number

ENE

Car roadname and number | FRO 3

— Delete data at thiz car listing "slot’

f» Delete car data only [Fecommended)

i~ Delete car 'slot!

— Delete and Move all cars in list

LCancel

Delete Car

Figure 7-29

As you can see you have two options. The actions that happen are shown
in green on the screen. With the “Delete car data only” radio button
selected, press on the “Delete Car” button at the bottom of the window.
You're asked to confirm the delete action (Figure 7-30). Press “Yes” to
make it happen.
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\ ? } Deleting =PRO 9=, Are you sure?

Yes | Mo |

Figure 7-30

Figure 7-31 shows what the “Rolling stock (Cars)” window will look like
after the delete takes place. You'll note that there is still an entry in line
9, but there are no reporting marks and the “Contents” field reads “***
not in service”.

@ Rolling stock (Cars)

# Initialz Hurnber Contents B i
1 THE 3667 M 44 g2 miy 1] ACTd ACTd ACTd A wheat flour
2 EB&x £008 T103aM 45 E0 mity a ACTHd ACTYd  ACT-Yd anti knock comp
3 Wi 55161 GB 57 82 mity a ACTHd ACTYd  ACT-Yd
4 GVWSR 327155 GB 57 82 mity a ACTHd ACTYd  ACT-Yd
5 AL 30004 M 55 g2 ity 1] ACT-vd ACT-vd ACT-vd A
E up 170503 =M 55 82 mity a ACTHd ACTYd  ACT-Yd A
7 BCIT 873075 FEC 20 82 mity a ACTHd ACTYd  ACT-Yd
g S5AM 38710 FEC 20 82 mity a ACTHd ACTYd  ACT-Yd
3 3 #M 50 g2 = nok ih service 1] ACT-vd ACT-vd ACT-vd A

Figure 7-31

rnr

35.Repeat step 33, but this time clicking on the “Delete car ‘slot™ radio
button before pressing on “Delete car”. Figure 7-32 shows what the
“Rolling Stock (Cars)” window will look like after clicking on the “Delete
car ‘slot” radio button in the “Deleting a Car” window and clicking on
“Yes” in the “Permanent deletion” window.

“ Rolling stock (Cars)

# | Initialz Mumber Kind MG Lgh LdLmt Contents Bol Hrz Spot Mext Destn Quality Traffic |
1 THE 3BEY *M 44 a2 ity 0 ALCT-vd ALCT-vd ACTvd A wheat flour
2 EB&X 6008 T103&M 45 60 ity 0 ACTd ACTAd  ACTYd anti knock comp
3 Wi BE1E1 GEB 57 a2 ity 0 ALCT-vd ALCT-vd ACTvd
4 GYSR 327155 GB 57 a2 ity 0 ACTd ACTAd ACTYd
5 MAL 30004 *M 55 a2 ity 0 ALCT-vd ALCT-vd ACTvd A
E up 170509 *M 55 a2 iy 0 ALCTvd ALCTvd ACTvd A
7 BCIT 873075 FEC a0 a2 ity 0 ALCT-vd ALCT-vd ACTvd
g 554M 38710 FEC a0 a2 ity 0 ALCTvd ALCTvd ACTd

Figure 7-32

As you can see, if you just delete the car data, the remnants of the car
are left. This can be useful if you have a larger number of cars and want
to keep the order of the cars in the list consistent. It is also the
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recommended method of deleting a car. If you delete the car ‘slot’ all
data in that slot is removed and any cars following the one deleted are
moved up in the list, thus if you delete car 9, car 10 moves to car 9, car
11 moves to car 10, etc. ProTrak uses the ‘car list number’ in ‘marrying’
various pieces of data as it prepares cars for movement. Deleting the slot
has the potential to get car-at locations out of sync. As an aside, if you
add a car and there is an ‘empty’ slot, ProTrak uses that slot for the new
car.

36.Before we leave this section, let’s do one more thing. We'll add car 9

from Table 3 (the TCAX 20115 type LU car). Once it's been entered and
we're returned to the “Rolling stock (Cars)” window, we want to de-
activate this car.

37.1n the “Rolling stock (Cars)” window single click on line 9 to select the car

we just entered, then at the bottom of the window, click on the “De-
activate car” button. You see that the “Contents” field contains the word
“de-activated” while all of the fields that follow (BoL, etc.) are blank. This
makes sense since a car which has been deactivated may have actually
been removed from the layout for any one of a number of reasons. Once
the car is ready to be placed back into service, it can be re-activated and
we'll show you how in Chapter 12 (19),

] i-lnitials iNumber | Kind | NG | Lgh| LdLrmt | Cantents | Bol | Hrs | Spot | Mext i.Dest'n i.QuaIity | Traffic

L0000 =) OO e G0 PO —

THE 3667 HM 44 a2 iy ] ACTYd  ACT-vd  ACTYd A whiat four
EB&x GO0 T1034H 45 =] iy ] ACTHd  ACTvd  ACTYd anhi knock comp
W OE1E1 GB 57 82 mty 0 ACTvd  ACT~d ACT-Yd
GYSR 327155 GB 57 a2 iy ] ACTHd  ACTvd  ACTYd
MRL 30004 XM i 82 mty 0 ACTvd  ACT~d ACTYd A
P 170509 WM i a2 iy ] ACTd  ACTvd  ACTYd A
BCIT 873075 FBC aa a2 ity ] ACTd ACTd ACT-d
SSaM 38710 FBC an a2 ity ] ACTd  ACT-vd  ACT-Yd
TTas 2015 LU 55 a2 de-activated
Figure 7-33

You noted that there were a number of other cars listed in Appendix B Table 3.
For now we'll ignore them — they’ll be used as we get further along.

One final note: We've entered car data manually for each car or duplicated it
from an existing car. If you have car data in some other electronic format, there

'® Note that we could have de-activated the car while we were entering the data for the car. If you

look at Figure 7-26 you will see a button at the bottom of the right hand panel marked
“De-activate”. This would accomplish the same actions as described above.
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is a way to import that data. The details of how this can be accomplished is
detailed in Appendix N.

38.Click on “Close” to close the “Rolling stock (Cars)” window.

Reporting Marks Entered Manually

In the last section we entered a number of cars which had reporting marks that
did not appear in the ‘Official Guide” and therefore you had to enter them
manually. While it may not be evident to you, every time you added a car which
required the manual entry of the reporting marks, an entry was made in the
‘Official Guide’. Since the only information available was the reporting marks,
those entries are incomplete. While not necessary for the operation of ProTrak,
you probably should go back in and add some of the missing data for those
entries. Let’s update the entries that we just made.

1. Depending on what you have done, you may find a window like the one
in Figure 7-34 may be visible when you closed the “Rolling Stock (Cars)”
window. If so, continue to step 3.

ﬂ Changing railroad: 311 of: 311 | E&
Rl |unkn|:uwn Railroads in Official Guide
A it | Initial | Raimad =

FRO PraTrak Demonstrator
ATSF Atchinson, Topeka &

1
. . 2
Frimary eonnection J-‘*‘-LL 3 BM Burlington Morthem
. 4 CR Corirail
de at  |Chi L
sl 2 | el A CS5# Chegzapeake Seaboard
Second l:l:unnectil:un| B M5 Marfalk, Southerm Fai
et 7 5F Southern Pacific
made at | a P Urioh Pacific
Third u:-:unne-:tiu:unl 3 LP LP Rail
10 CF Canadian Pacific
made at | 11 CH Canadian Mational

12 AREC Allantic & Eazt Caro
13 Fitiy Ann drbior

made at | 14 A Michigan Interstate
15 AL Algoma Central

16 ACL Allantic Coast Line

17 an _&Hantic & D amville
Pl 1T 3

Fourth  connection |

Car built to AAF Plate |H+ | are un-restricted.

Makimdatess HERk o falhs IEEE'DDD Iz ]v Fl Uncheck for Manual Data Entry
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Figure 7-34

2. If the window shown in Figure 7-34 wasn't open, click on “The Railroad”
then select “Gateways and other railroads” from the dropdown list. You
will see a list of all the railroads that are in the Official Guide for the era
and geographical area where your railroad is modeled. In our case, this is
for 1988 in the Northeast. The railroads that have been added will be
found at the extreme end of the listing so scroll down until you reach the
bottom of the list. Figure 7-35 shows what this list looks like.

E Official Guide & Railway Line Clearances: Vol. 1988, for Northeast

#t Rep Miks Railroad Plate Man gt via RR at City via 2nd AR at 2nd City
iy and Siletz | © [263.000 5P [lndependence. OR E
292 WSO *aldosta Southern [ 263.000 SR Waldosta, G4 SCL Waldosta, Gé
293 VTR Wermant [E; 263,000 (") Burlingtaon, T GMRC Rutland, WT
294 WeOD “w'azhington & 0ld Dominion
295 wWAB w'abash MW WYT
295 WwWaG Wellsville, &ddizon & Galeton
297 WwC *izzongin Central u 263.000 BN StPaul CF Sault 5t Marie, ON
298 WlLE “Wwheeling & Lake Erie
2939w “Wwestern Marpland E 4,000 CkOD Hagerstown, MD FLE Fittzburgh, P&
a0 wNF *finfield C 220,000 CR Winfisld Jot, PA
3m WHFR Winifrede [E 263,000 Ck0 Winifrede Jot, Wiy -
02 WP wWestern Pacific P Salt Lake City BM Salt Lake City
3 wWRWE i anaiich, C 263,000 CR Auburn, R
04 WSOR Wizconsin & Southem
s WSS *finzton-5 alem Southbound [ 263.000 SR Winston-5alem, NC SCL Wadeshboro, NC
306wy Wwialla walla talley E 263,000 BN wallawfalla, wid
307 AN Tancy C 263.000 CRR KonaJct, HC -
308 WS Yongstown & Southern [ 263,000 CR Y oungstawn, OH 0D Youngstown, OH
Im T "r'akima Wallsy C 263,000 UF “r'akimna, WA BM fakima, Wa
30w Yreka Western F 2E3.000 5P Maontague
a1 GWSH unknown u 263,000 ALl Chizago, IL
32 MRL unknowin 1] 263,000 ALL Chicago, IL
313 55aM unknawn u 263.000 ALL Chizago, IL

Figure 7-35

3. In our case, there have been three railroads added. GVSR, MRL and
SSAM. If GVSR shows “unknown” in the third column — the one titled
“Railroad” — you need to update that record. If GVSR shows “Galveston
Railroad, LP” then you can ignore that entry and update the next record —
MRL.

4. To update a record, single click on the entry in the “Official Guide...”
window then click on the “Change railroad” button at the lower left corner
of the window. This will open the window shown in Figure 7-34.

5. The railroad names for the three entries are:
GVSR Galveston Railroad, LP
MRL Montana Rail Link
SSAM Sault Ste. Marie Bridge Company
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Enter the appropriate name in the “Railroad” field then click on “"OK” —
we'll accept the default values for the other data. As soon you click on
“"OK” the “Changing Railroad” window will close.

6. Repeat steps 4 and 5 as often as necessary to update all three records.

7. Click on “Close” to close the “Official Guide...” window.

Minimum Data Items - Cars

Initials (Reporting Marks)

Number (Number)

Class of bearing (Bearing)

Weight of empty car (Light Weight)
Bearing kind (Bearing kind)

Model Weight (Weight of Model Car)

(See Default and Minimum Data Items in Chapter 2 for an explanation)

FAQs Cars

Sections G, H, I, J and S of Appendix L have questions and answers dealing with
cars and car loads. Section G also covers the issues of Gateways.

So far we've defined trains, customers and cars that are used to carry
commodities to and from the customers on our railroad, but there is one last
thing that needs to be done — creating waybills and associated car-orders and
that is the topic we'll cover in the next chapter.
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Summary

In Chapter 7 you have done the following:

Entered some freight cars;

Deleted a freight car;

De-activated a freight car;

Set the limit the number of cars using the Administration menu;
Added railroads to the “Official Guide”.

You should also have done the following:

Learned the importance of not entering ALL your freight cars at once;
Learned to set the default yard;
Learned to edit freight cars;
Learned two ways to duplicate cars;
Learned to delete cars from the listing:
o Delete “Data only”;
o Delete “Complete listing”;
and understood the difference between the two methods;
Learned the two ways to de-activate a freight car;
Learned how to update railroad records in the “Official Guide”.

We've now set up some of the cars for the new railroad and can move on to
Chapter 8 where we'll enter the data for waybills and car-orders needed to
service the customers we set up in Chapter 6.
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